Important Guidelines About the Authenticity of the Reports and
Quotations in the Tafsir of Ibn Kathir

Reports from the Companions of the M essenger of Allah

Reports that are attributed to the companions of Allah's Messenger are commonly used for additiona
explanation of the meanings of the Qur'an. As for those quotes that Ibn Kathir mentions in passing, these
quotes may, or may not be authentically attributed to them. Wherever it is mentioned that one of them said
something, and that statement contradicts other clearly authentic texts, then such statements can not be held
as an evidence against what is known to be authentic. Additional information in thisregard isfound in the
Introduction of Ibn Kathir.

Incomplete Chains of Narration

Thefdllowingisalist of common incomplete chains of narrationsthat Al-Hafiz 1bn Kathir often quotes.

'Ali bin Abi Talhah (Al-Walibi) reported that 1bn ‘Abbas said...
(‘Atiyah) Al-'Awfi reported that 1bn ‘Abbas said...

Ad-Dahhak from |bn 'Abbas.

As-Suddi reported from Abu Malik and Abu Salih from Ibn
Abbas, Ibn Masud and [or] some men among the companions.
Al-Hasan Al-Basri reporting from or about the Prophet.
Qatadah reporting from or about the Prophet.

All narrations coming from these chains are unauthentic according to the Sciences of Hadith. Their
meanings, however, may be correct as understood by authentic texts, and for this reason they are commonly
referenced.

Reports from the Follower s of the Companions and those who Follow them

The following is a list of those who did not see the Prophet , but they report from companions of the
Prophet , while often they themselves are quoted for Tafsir. Reports that are attributed to them are used as
additional support in understanding certain issues by Ibn Kathir. Such quotes may, or may not be
authentically attributed to them. Wherever it is mentioned that one of them said something, and that
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statement contradicts other clearly authentic texts, then such statements can not be held as evidence against
the authentic evidence.

Abu Al-'Aliyah, Sdid bin Jubayr, Sdid bin Al-Musayib, 'Ata’ (bin Abi Rabah), 'Ata Al-Khurrasani,
Mugatil bin Hayyan, ArRabi' bin Anas, Ash-Shabbi, Qatadah, Mujahid, 'lkrimah, AdDahhak, 'Abdur-
Rahman bin Zayd bin Adam (Ibn Zayd), 1bn Jurayj.

Other Scholars After the Companions

The following are some scholars that 1bn Kathir often quotes from. Since these scholars are not well
known to the average English reader, one should beware that their own statements about the Prophet , his
companions, or circumstances surrounding the Qur'an's revelation, are not to be considered as important as
authentically narrated texts.

Waki', Sufyan Ath-Thawri, Muhammad bin Ishag, Ibn 'Atiyyah, Ibn Abi Hatim, Ibn Jarir (At-Tabari).
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The Tafsir of Surat At-Taghabun
(Chapter - 64)

Which wasrevealed in Al-M adinah or M akkah

-0

[ oo b o]
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

'y B K 1 ol = S e [ o oy L 4y WD A 0 0 i g 6l 2]
Sl 6 o - sl (S5 (e (S5 [y 01y S 5 D 0 G A
[ ssilah oy de vy o s Wy O G iy 239
(1. Whatsoever isin the heavens and whatsoever is on the earth glorifies
Allah. His is the dominion, and to Him belongs the praise, and He is Able to
do all things.) (2. He it is Who created you, then some of you are
disbelievers and some of you are believers. And Allah is All-Seer of what
you do.) (3. He has created the heavens and the earth with truth, and He
shaped you and made good your shapes. And to Himisthe return.) (4. He

knows what is in the heavens and on earth, and He knows what you conceal
and what you reveal. And Allah is the All-Knower of what isin the breasts.)

Praisng Allah and mentioning His Creation and Knowledge

Thisisthe last Surah among Al-Musabbihat. We mentioned before that all creatures
praisethe glory of Allah, their Creator and Owner. Allah the Exalted said,

[ &5 sl 4]
(Hisisthe dominion, and to Him belongs the praise,)

meaning, He is the One Who has control over all creation, the One praised for al He
created and decreed. Allah's statement,

[ L2 5 e 4]
(and He is Able to do all things.)

means that whatever He wills occurs without resistance, and whatever He does not will,
never occurs. Allah said,

[18 0 5 i 180 o 3

(Heit is Who created you, then some of you are disbelievers and some of you are
believers.)
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meaning, Allah created you with these characteristics and He willed that for you.
Therefore, there will be believers and disbelievers. Surely, Allah is the One Who sees
those who deserve guidance and those who deserve misguidance. He is the Witness over
His servant's deeds and He will completely recompense them. Thisiswhy Allah the
Exalted said,

[t 555 0 ]
(And Allah is All-Seer of what you do. ) Allah said,
[Gd o080 = 55 ]
(He has created the heavens and the earth with truth,) with equity and wisdom,
[505 5]
(and He shaped you and made good your shapes.)
He made you in the best shapes and forms. Allah the Exalted said,
[ 2575 o), U - i 3 e ol - o Sl 902 G oy

(O man! What has made you careless about your Lord, the most Generous Who created
you, fashioned you perfectly and gave you due proportion; in whatever form He willed,
He put you together.) (82:6-8)

And His saying,
[0 2 oS85 oS LB S50 S T2 15 oW oS i il ]
(Allah, it isHe Who has made for you the earth as a dwelling place and the sky as a

canopy, and has given you shape and made your shapes good (looking) and has provided
you with good things.) (40:64)

and His saying;
[ i)
(And to Him isthe return.)

means the return and final destination. Allah then informs of His knowledge of all that
there isin the heavens, in the earth and in the souls, He said:

] e P VR A T NVIY SOV R L 2 Tes

(He knows what is in the heavens and on earth, and He knows what you conceal and what
you reveal. And Allah isthe All-Knower of what is in the breasts.)

it 10 e 2 (Bl el s dh B - o e 4l o Oy 808 8 e 1 Gl T 2500 0T
[ 4> s& Ay Al ey 1 155850 Wyl

(5. Has not the news reached you of those who disbelieved aforetime And so
they tasted the evil result of their disbelief, and theirs will be a painful
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torment.) (6. That was because there came to them their Messengers with
Bayyinat, but they said: "Shall mere men guide us" So they disbelieved and
turned away. But Allah was not in need. And Allah is not in need, Worthy of
al praise.)

A Warning delivered through mentioning the End of the Disbelieving Nations

Informing about the past nations and the torment and disciplinary lessons that they
suffered because of opposing the Messengers and denying the truth. Allah says,

[15 o 12538 0 T (LT
(Has not the news reached you of those who disbelieved aforetime)
meaning, information about them and what happened to them,
[i2 21 065 1]
(And so they tasted the evil result of their disbelief.)

They tasted the evil consequences of their denial and sinful actions. And it refersto the
punishment and humiliation they received in the life of the world,

[~ e 4]

(and theirs will be a painful torment.) in the Hereafter, added to the torment they received
inthislife. Allah explained why;

[e 20t ) el i 2 3]

(That was because there came to them their Messengers with Bayyinat,) supporting
arguments, evidence, and clear proofs,

[15% S 1]
(but they said:"Shall mere men guide us")

They discounted and dismissed the possibility that the Message would be sent to a human
and that their guidance would come by the hands of a man like themselves,

[ 155]
(So they disbelieved and turned away.) they denied the truth and turned away from
abiding by it,

[ ]
(But Allah was not in need.) of them,
[ L ]
(And Allah is not need, Worthy of all praise.)
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[ (5 b ot
(7. The disbelievers pretend that they will never be resurrected. Say: "Y es!
By my Lord, you will certainly be resurrected, then you will be informed of
what you did; and that is easy for Allah.") (8. Therefore, believe in Allah and

His Messenger and in the Light which We have sent down. And Allah is All-

Aware of what you do.) (9. The Day when He will gather you on the Day of

Gathering, that will be the Day of At-Taghabun. And whosoever believesin

Allah and performs righteous deeds, He will expiate from him his sins, and

will admit him to Gardens beneath which rivers flow, to dwell therein

forever; that will be the great success.) (10. But those who disbelieved and
denied Our Ayat, they will be the dwellers of the Fire, to dwell therein

forever. And worst indeed is that destination

Lifeafter Death isTrue
Allah the Exalted informs about the disbelievers, idolators and the atheists that they claim
that they will not be resurrected,

[ o S5 8 0t 55 5

(Say: "Yes! By my Lord, you will certainly be resurrected, then you will be informed of
what you did...")

meaning, "you will be informed of all of your actions, whether major or minor, big or
small,’

[ b o 53]
(and that is easy for Allah.) “resurrecting and recompensing you is easy for Allah.'

Thisisthe third Ayah in which Allah orders His Messenger to swear by HisLord, the
Exalted and Most Honored, that Resurrection occurs. The first isin Surah Y unus,

[ (410 58 D 1 55 Bl i)
(And they ask you to inform them: "Isit true” Say: "Yes! By my Lord! It isthe very

truth! and you can not escape it!") (10:53),
The second isin Surah Saba,

[r<ju O et wb Y i L 06y
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(Those who disbelieve say: "The hour will not cometo us." Say: "Yes, by my Lord, it
will cometo you...") (34:3),

and the third is this Ayah,
[ 5 e s e o 8 20 0 ST of 0 1l 2]

(The disbelievers pretend that they will never be resurrected. Say: "Yes! By my Lord,
you will certainly be resurrected, then you will be informed of what you did; and that is
easy for Allah.")

Allah the Exalted said,
[ sl 530 4255 i L]

(Therefore, believe in Allah and in His Messenger and in the Light which We have sent
down.)

that is, the Qur'an,
[ o o )

(And Allah is All-Aware of what you do.) none of your deeds ever escapes His
knowledge.

The Day of At-Taghabun
Allah said,
[ ¢ (S 7]
(The Day when He will gather you on the Day of Gathering,)

meaning the Day of Resurrection. This isthe Day when the earlier and later generations
will all be gathered in one area, a caller would be heard by them all, and one's vision
would easily seethem all. Allah said,

[3:65 £ 55 (0 g 55 1 ]

(That isthe Day whereon mankind will be gathered together, that is a Day when all will
be present.) (11:103), and,

[2550 ¢ o ) 05550500 = G W 5V 0] 9]

(Say: "(Yes) verily, those of old, and those of later times. All will surely be gathered
together for appointed meeting of a known Day.") (56:49-50)

Allah's statement,
[0 £ ]

(that will be the Day of At-Taghabun)
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Ibn "Abbas said, "It is one of the names of the Day of Judgement, and that is because the
people of Paradise will have gained over the people of the Fire."* Qatadah and Mujahid
said similarly?.

Mugqatil bin Hayyan said, "There is no mutual loss and gain greater than these entering
Paradise and those being taken to the Fire." Allah explained His statement saying;

e 5 Ay e e Syl A £ 5 o s ]
ity b o 01 ol el T 400675 1338 ol = ot 30 3 1 T s S99
[ e Al
(And whosoever believes in Allah and performs righteous deeds, He will
expiate from him his sins, and will admit him to Gardens beneath which
rivers flow (Paradise), to dwell therein forever; that will be the great success.

But those who disbelieved and denied Our Ayat, they will be the dwellers of
the Fire, to dwell therein forever. And worst indeed is that destination.)

We explained these meanings several times before.
38 015 09 0550 el el - ke e 0 0 405 gy o oy 1y By o o T U]
[ o gl lh o 58 3 iy 3 Al - Gl sty
(11. No calamity occurs, but by the permission of Allah, and whosoever
believes in Allah, He guides his heart. And Allah is the All-Knower of
everything.) (12. Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger; but if you turn away,

then the duty of Our Messenger is only to convey clearly.) (13. Allah! La
ilahaillaHuwa. And in Allah therefore let the believers put their trust.)

All that occursto Mankind is by Allah's Permission
Allah informsus as He did in Surat Al-Hadid,
[ b o 2 3y G o 5 00 5 5 RS 585 o et e DT U]
(No calamity occurs on the earth or in yourselves but it is inscribed in arecord before We
bring it into existence. Verily, that is easy for Allah.) (57:22)
Allah said here,
Lo 3y ot o el
(No calamity occurs, but by the permission of Allah,)
Ibn "Abbas said; "By the command of Allah," meaning from His decree and will.

L At-Tabari 23:420
2 At-Tabari 23:419, 420
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[ et 8 iy 48 g oy o 5]
(and whosoever believes in Allah, He guides his heart. And Allah isthe All-Knower of
everything.)
meaning, whoever suffered an affliction and he knew that it occurred by Allah's
judgement and decree, and he patiently abides, awaiting Allah's reward, then Allah
guides his heart, and will compensate him for his loss in this life by granting guidance to
his heart and certainty in faith. Allah will replace whatever he lost for Him with the same
or what is better. "Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn “Abbas,
RV
(and whosoever believesin Allah, He guides his heart.)

"Allah will guide his heart to certainty. Therefore, he will know that what reached him
would not have missed him and what has missed him would not have reached him*."
There isan agreed upon Hadith [that Al-Bukhari and Muslim collected and] which states,

Ly e 086 T8 5 T By e 086 e 2 0 o) 1 08 U sl U D ek U D Geen
«JA}LIJ 0 as as
(Amazing isthe believer: Thereis no decree that Allah writes for him, but is better for
him. If an affliction strikes him, he is patient and this is better for him. If abounty is

granted to him, he isthankful and this is better for him. Thistrait is only for the faithful
believer®.)

The Order to obey Allah and His M essenger
Allah said,
[0 Tl i ]
(Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger;)

Allah commands obedience to Him and to His Messenger in all that His legidatesand in
implementing His orders. Allah also forbids one from all that His Messenger forbids and
prohibits. Allah the Exalted said,

[osh B w2 o 0 5 o]
(but if you turn away, then the duty of Our Messenger isonly to convey clearly.)

meaning, "if you refrain from abiding by the faith, then the Messenger's mission isto
convey and your mission isto hear and obey. '‘Az-Zuhri said, "From Allah comes the
Message, its deliverance is up to the Messenger, and the adherence is up to us’."

! At-Tabari 23:421
2 Muslim 4:2295
3 Al-Bukhari, in the book of Tawhid, chapter 46
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Tawhid

Allah statesthat He isthe One, Whom all creations need and seek, the One other than
Whom there is no (true) God.

@

[osed 5ol o ey 5 3y g 3 4]
(Allah! LailahaillaHuwa. And in Allah therefore let the believers put their trust.)
So, Hefirst informs about Tawhid and its meaning. The implied meaning isto single Him
out for deifica- tion, being purely devoted to Him, and relying upon Him, as He said;
(365 sl 3 3y oy 3 20 )
(The Lord of the east and the west; LailahaillaHuwa. So take Him alone as Trustee.)
(73:9)

T = e 5 i D08 15005 1y 08 01 35856 08T 1508 (a0 1655 o 0 e ol 6]
ol 7 G g oy (5 1o AT Ty Ty it ol 806 - ez 73T e Ay £ (S0 (50
gty ol e - e 80 A 00 ) oS0 i L Lo A % 6 ) - O el b T
(14. O you who believe! Verily, among your wives and your children there
are enemies for you; therefore beware of them! But if you pardon (them) and
overlook, and forgive, then verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.)
(15. Y our wealth and your children are only a Fitnah, whereas Allah! With
Himisagreat reward.) (16. So have Tagwa of Allah as much as you can;
listen and obey, and spend in charity; that is better for yourselves. And
whosoever is saved from his own greed, then they are the successful ones.)
(17. If you lend to Allah a handsome loan, He will double it for you, and will

forgive you. And Allah is Shakur, Halim,) (18. All-Knower of the unseen
and seen, the Almighty, the All-Wise.)

Warning against the Fitnah of Spouses and Offspring

Allah states that some wives and children are enemies to their husbands and fathers, in
that they might be busied with them rather than with performing the good deeds. Allah
said in another Ayah,

[0 id s Bl i (o 2 5 oot B SRS Y T Ll
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(O you who believe! Let not your properties or you children divert you from the
remembrance of Allah. And whosoever does that then they are the losers.) (63:9)

Allah the Exalted said here,
[145454]

(therefore, beware of them!) for your religion, according to Ibn Zayd. Mujahid explained
the Ayah ,

[0 15 syl 2S00 e 0]
(Verily, among your wives and your children there are enemies for you;)

by saying, "They might direct the man to sever hisrelation or disobey his Lord. The man,
who loves his wives and children, might obey them in this case.” Ibn Abi Hatim recorded
that Ibn "Abbas said to a man who asked him about this Ayah,

[i250356 150 5 psanyfy 1St e Oy e il G
(O you who believe! Verily, among your wives and your children there are enemies for
you; therefore beware of them!)

"There were men who embraced Islam in Makkah and wanted to migrate to Allah's
Messenger . However, their wives and children refused to allow them. Later when they
joined Allah's Messenger , they found that those who were with him (the Companions)
have gained knowledge in the religion, so they were about to punish their wives and
children. Allah the Exalted sent down this Ayah,

O A A AT NP P R PR
[o5 D5 A1 0B 1455 ) iy 155 03]

(But if you pardon (them) and overlook, and forgive, then verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving,
Most Merciful.)"

At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith and said that it is Hasan Sahih®. Allah's statement,
[ s oy 2 1500 (S ]
(Your wealth and your children are only a Fintah, whereas Allah! With Him is a great
reward.)

Allah said that the wealth and children are atest and trial from Allah the Exalted for His
creatures, so that He knows those who obey Him and those who disobey Him. Allah's
statement,

[fce ]
(whereas Allah! With Him)
meaning, on the Day of Resurrection,
[ 3+
(isagreat reward.) As Allah said;

! Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:222
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(e 2 20y 0 5 oy iy Gy N e 50 T G 0 2 A
[ 02 e iy s s
(Beautified for men is the love of things they covet; women children, Qanatir Al-
Mugantarah of gold and silver, branded beautiful horses, cattle and well-tilled land. This

isthe pleasure of the present world's life; but Allah has the excellent return with him.)
(3:14), and the Ayah after it.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Buraydah said, "The Messenger of Allah was giving a speech
and Al-Hasan and Husayn came in wearing red shirts, walking and tripping. The
Messenger descended from the Minbar, held them and placed them in front of them and
said,
LA S CHERES M‘ (,u ;uwjf”j JLW,, J..At u,.u LsS\ Sy 4;43 ‘.330)\; (,,}Q}\y\ Lu id)};’)} 3 Gilo»
(Allah and His Messenger said the truth, Verily, your wealth and your children are a

Fitnah.' | saw these two boys walking and tripping and could not be patient until |
stopped my speech and picked them up.)"?

This was recorded by the Sunan compilers, and At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Gharib." 3

The Order for Tagwa, as much as Oneis Capable
Allah said,
[l i)
(So have Tagwa of Allah as much as you can;)

meaning, as much as you are able and can bear or endure. The Two Sahihs recorded that
Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said,

PR A CA TP AEA R AT AT
(When | command you to do something, do as much as you can of it, and whatever |
forbid for you, then avoid it.)*
Allah's statement,
[ j,;{j; [JSANR
(listen and obey,) means, obey what Allah and His Messenger command you to do and do
not stray from it to the right or left. Do not utter a statement or make a decision before

Allah and His Messenger issue a statement or decision. Do not ignore what you were
ordered to do, nor commit what you were forbidden from doing.

Encouraging Charity

! See volume two, Tafsir of surah Al Imran [3:14]

2 Ahmed 5:354

® Abu Dawud 1:663, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 10:278, An-Nasai 3:108, Ibn Majah 2:1190
* Fath Al-Bari 13:264, Muslim 2:975
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Allah the Exalted said,
[REENTE
(and spend in charity; that is better for yourselves.)

meaning, give from what Allah has granted you to your relatives, the poor, the needy and
the weak. Be kind to Allah's creatures, just as Allah was and still is kind with you. This
will be better for you in thislife and the Hereafter. Otherwise, if you do not do it, it will
be worse for you in this life and the Hereafter. Allah said;

[0 15 e Bl 22 5 ]
(And whosoever is saved from his own greed, then they are the successful ones.)

Thiswas explained with a similar Ayah in Surat Al-Hashr, where we also mentioned the
relevant Hadiths.* Therefore, we do not need to repeat them here, all praise and gratitude
isdue to Allah. Allah the Exalted said,

[ aa0y oK0 G L Lo 1 2 o]
(If you lend to Allah a handsome loan, He will double it for you, and will forgive you.)

meaning, whatever you spend, then Allah will replace it, and on Him will be the reward
of whatever you give away in charity. Allah considered giving charity asif it isaloan to
Him, just as Allah said in a Qudsi Hadith,

e Uy ool 2 Lo 5
("Who will give aloan to He Who is neither unjust nor poor")?
Thisiswhy Allah the Exalted said in Surat Al-Bagarah,
[ el & oot
(So that He may multiply it to him many times) (2:245)
Allah said;

[950]

(and will forgive you.)
meaning, He will erase your mistakes,
[z ]

(And Allah is Shakur)

meaning, He gives abundantly in return for what was little,

5]

! See volume nine, The tafsir of Surat Al-Hashr [59:9]
> Mudim 1:522
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(Halim) means, He forgives, pardons, covers and absolves the sins, mistakes, errors and
shortcomings,

[0 5 sy 0 ]

(All-Knower of the unseen and seen, the Almighty, the All-Wise.) Its explanation has
aready preceded severa times.

Thisisthe end of the Tafsir of Surat At-Taghabun, all the praise and appreciation is due
to Allah.

www.islambasics.com


http://www.islambasics.com

TheTafsir of Surat At-Talaq
(Chapter - 65)

Which wasrevealed in Al-M adinah

[ e 2]
(In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

uubd\ y\iﬁyju@yw&yﬁ'ﬁ,&)w\ \j,mja.w\ \,&\ju@u&ﬂm;w\rﬂbmwﬂ@q
[\,ﬂ_,U:m‘_a»uw\‘pdg;).u‘ymrlbmwu).\r.\Mw)w\:).\rqumw

(1. O Prophet! When you divorce women, divorce them at their “Iddah and
count their “Iddah. And have Tagwa of Allah, your Lord. And turn them not
out of their homes nor shall they leave, except in case they are guilty of
Fahishah M ubayyinah. And those are the set limits of Allah. And whosoever
transgresses the set limits of Allah, then indeed he has wronged himself.

Y ou know not, it may be that Allah will afterward bring some new thing to
pass.)

Thereisa Period during which Divorced Women remain in Their Homes
The Prophet was addressed first in this Ayah, to honor him, even though his Ummah is
also being addressed in Allah's statement,

(O Prophet! When you divorce women, divorce them at their “1ddah)

Al-Bukhari recorded that "Abdullah bin "Umar divorced hiswife, during the lifetime of
Allah's Messenger , while she was menstruating. "Umar bin Al-Khattab mentioned that to
Allah's Messenger . Allah's Messenger became angry and said,

3}:‘.\)’@};?@5‘ gu‘;‘li:; c\.é:m:«;i)’i:):; !:,AU;Q_EL;I—; «Lé.ﬁi/zf:ﬁﬁm:;g; c%&aﬁﬁc}%}ajé M;.;Lé_;:—‘;]»
<=
(Order him to take her back and keep her until she is clean from her menses, and then to
wait until she gets her next period and becomes clean again. Then, if he wishesto divorce
her, he can divorce her when she is clean from her menses, before he has sexual

intercourse with her. Thisisthe "1ddah which Allah the Exalted and Most Honored has
fixed.)!

! FathAl-Bari 8:521
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Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith in several parts of his Sahih. Muslim collected this
Hadith and his narration uses these words,

@l oba.f of & J,A ;;‘S‘ ) sy
(This is the “Iddah which Allah has fixed for the women being divorced.)*

In his Sahih, Muslim has recorded a Hadith which is a more appropriate version from a
narration of 1bn Jurayj who said that Abu Az-Zubayr informed him that he heard "Abdur-
Rahman bin Ayman, the freed slave of "Azzah, questioning "Abdullah bin "Umar. And
Abu Az-Zubayr heard the question, "What about a man who divorces his wife while she
is still on her menses" "Abdullah answered, "During the time of Allah's Messenger ,
“Abdullah bin "Umar divorced his wife who was menstruating in the life time of Allah's
Messenger . So Allah's Messenger said:
KL\ I»
(Let him take her back.) so she returned and he said:
FOWARA BT PR SRARIIN

(When sheis pure, then either divorce or keep her.)

"Abdullah bin "Umar said, "Allah's Messenger recited this Ayah:
Cehe (S8 3 b s LA 2T 1Yl Ll
(O Prophet! When you divorce women, divorce them at their “Iddah)?

And "Abdullah (Ibn Mas'ud) commented on Allah's statement,

[t 25,80

(divorcethem at their “Iddah) He said, "Purity without intercourse."® Similar was reported
from Ibn "Umar, "Ata, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, 1bn Sirin, Qatadah, Maymun bin Mihran and
Muggatil bin Hayyan. It is also reported from “Ikrimah and Ad-Dahhak.* Ali bin Abi
Talhah reported from Ibn “Abbas about the Ayah;

[t 25,80

(divorce them at their “Iddah), "He does not divorce her while she is on her menses nor
while sheis pure if he has had intercourse during that (purity). Rather, he leaves her until
she has her menses and after the menses ends, then he divorces her once."® And “Ikrimah
said about

n3

[Cestad 5 ali]

! Fath Al-Bari 9:258, 393; Mudim 2:1094, 1095.
2 Muslim 2:1098

3 At-Tabari 23:432.

4 At-Tabari 23:432.-434.

° At-Tabari 23:435.

www.islambasics.com


http://www.islambasics.com

(divorce them at their “Iddah), "The “Iddah is made up of clean- liness and the menstrual
period.” So he divorces her while it is clear that she is pregnant, or he does not dueto
having sex, or since he does not know if she is pregnant or not.

Thisiswhy the scholars said that there are two types of divorce, one that conforms to the
Sunnah and another innovated.

The divorce that conforms to the Sunnah is one where the husband pronounces one
divorce to his wife when she is not having her menses and without having had sexual
intercourse with her after the menses ended. One could divorce hiswife when it is clear
that she is pregnant. As for the innovated divorce, it occurs when one divorces his wife
when she is having her menses, or after the menses ends, has sexual intercourse with her
and then divorces her, even though he does not know if she became pregnant or not.
Thereisathird type of divorce, which is neither a Sunnah nor an innovation where one
divorces a young wife who has not begun to have menses, the wife who is beyond the age
of having menses, and divorcing one's wife before the marriage was consummated. Allah
said,

[0 142221
(and count their “l1ddah.)

meaning, count for it and know its beginning and end, so that the “Iddah does not become
prolonged for the woman and she cannot get married again,

[‘.:<U AR

(And have Tagwa of Allah, your Lord.) in this matter.

Spending and Housing isup to the Husband during the Revocable "I ddah Period
Allah said,
[0 35 S o S 4]
(And turn them not out of their homes nor shall they leave,)

meaning, during the duration of the “Iddah, she has the right to housing from her

husband, as long as the “1ddah period continues. Therefore, the husband does not have the
right to force her out of her house, nor is she allowed to leave his house, because she is
still tied to the marriage contract. Allah said,

[ 2t 1ot 013
(except in case they are guilty of Fahishah Mubayyinah.)

meaning that the divorced wife is not to abandon her husband's house unless she commits
Fahishah Mubayyinah, in which case, she vacates her husband's house. For example,
Fahishah Mubayyinah implies adultery, according to "Abdullah bin Mas'ud, 1bn "Abbas,
Sa’id bin Al-Musayyib, Ash-Sha'bi, Al-Hasan, Ibn Sirin, Mujahid, “Ikrimah, Sa’id bin
Jubayr, Abu Qilabah, Abu Salih, Ad-Dahhak, Zayd bin Aslam, "Ata Al-Khurasani, As-
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Suddi, Sa'id bin Hila and others.* Fahishah Mubayyinah implies disobeying her husband
openly or when she abuses her husband's family in words and actions, according to Ubay
bin Ka'b, Ibn *Abbas, “Ikrimah and others.? Allah's statement,

[}B‘ 55 el
(And those are the set limits of Allah.) means, these are from His legislation and
prohibitions,
[d0555 558 ]
(And whosoever transgresses the set limits of Allah,)

meaning, whoever violates these limits, transgresses them and implements anything else
besides them,

[ ol 2]
(then indeed he has wronged himself.) by doing so.

The Wisdom of "Iddah at the Husband's House
Allah said,
[14F s s s i (4 s Y]
(You know not, it may be that Allah will afterward bring some new thing to pass.)

meaning, 'We commanded that the divorced wife remains in her husband's house during
the "l1ddah period, so that the husband might regret his action and Allah decides that the
husband feels in his heart for the marriage to continue.' This way, returning to hiswife
will be easier for him.

Az-Zuhri said that "Ubaydullah bin "Abdullah said that Fatimah bint Qays said about
Allah's statement,

[ s s s i (4 s Y]
(You know not, it may be that Allah will afterward bring some new thing to pass.)

"Taking her back."* Similar was said by Ash-Sha'bi, “Ata, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Mudgatil
bin Hayyan and Ath-Thawri.*

1 At-Tabari 23:438, Al-Qurtubi 18:156, Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 8:194.
2 At-Tabari 23:438.
3 At-Tabari 23:441.
4 At-Tabari 23:442 Al-Qurtubi 18:157, Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 8:194.
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The Irrevocably Divorced Woman does not have a Right to Provisions and
Accommodations from the Husband

Here the view of the scholars of the Salaf and those who follow them isthat housing is
not obligatory in the case of the irrevocably divorced woman. They also relied on the
Hadith of Fatimah bint Qays Al-Fihriyah when her husband Abu "Amr bin Hafs divorced
her the third and final time. He was away from her in Y emen at the time, and he sent her
his decision to divorce her. He also sent some barley with his messenger, but she did not
like the amount or method of compensation. He said, "By Allah | am not obligated to
spend upon you." So, she went to Allah's Messenger , who said,

«was 4.1; ._,U )
(Thereis no obligation on him to spend on you.)
Muslim added in his narration,

P N
« S Uy

(nor housing.) And he ordered her to finish her “Iddah period in the house of Umm
Sharik. He then said,

QL Cpaiaf 3 3;) AF ‘ng,, (af o A A ‘@\aw Gleds :\J.A A1)
(She isawoman my Companions visit. Spend this period in the house of 1bn Umm
Maktum, for he is ablind man; [he cannot see you if] you take off your garments.)*
Imam Ahmad collected this Hadith using another chain of narration. In his narration, the
Messenger of Allah said,
0y 2 G 2, Gl 4080 0 g i, Gl S G oy e sl A 8 QY S 0T G i
s e d&,u @}.nwﬁ
(Look O daughter of the family of Qays! Spending and housing are required from the
husband who can return to his wife. So if he does not have the right to return to her, then

she does not have the right to spending and housing. So leave his house and go to so-and-
SO woman.)

He then said,
€I U BTG, K (’f o B JH LAE Gy
(They speak to her. Therefore, go to Ibn Umm Maktum, for he isa blind man and cannot
2
See you.)

Abu Al-Qasim At-Tabarani recorded that "Amir Ash-Sha bi went to Fatimah bint Qays,
sister of Ad-Dahhak bin Qays, from the tribe of Quraysh. Fatimah was married to Abu
"Anr bin Hafs bin Al-Mughirah, from Bani Makhzum. She said, "Abu "Amr bin Hafs
sent me his decision to divorce me while he was in an army that had gone to Y emen. |

1 Muslim no. 1480.
2 Ahmad 6:373.
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asked his friends to provide me with financial provisions and housing. They said, "He did
not send us anything for that, nor did he request it fromus.' | went to Allah's Messenger
and said to him, O Allah's Messenger! Abu "Amr bin Hafs divorced me, and | asked his
friends to provide me with spending and housing and they said that he did not send them
anything for that.' Allah's Messenger said,

Ry Gl i s s e 4 e U G e Gl G Ol i 0

(Spending and housing are required from the husband for his divorced wife if he can
return to her. If sheis not permitted for him anymore, until she marries another husband,
then he does not have to provide her with spending and housing.)"*

An-Nasali also recorded this narration.?

o 05 T 10 e 655 gl s 5 0 5 3 1 K LAl ]
Gy s 34l o (57 oy Coniid Y i o B - i 8 e A 8 iy 91 0 A i 08
[UAS ;@:}gjm\"}vﬁoﬁ\é\i
(2. Then when they are about to attain their term appointed, either take them
back in a good manner or part with them in agood manner. And take as
witness two just persons from among you. And establish the testimony for
Allah. That will be an admonition given to him who believesin Allah and
the Last Day. And whosoever has Tagwa of Allah, He will make away for
him to get out.) (3. And He will provide him from where he never could
imagine. And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will suffice him.

Verily, Allah will accomplish his purpose. Indeed Allah has set a measure
for all things.)

Ordaining Kindnesstowar ds Divorced Women

Allah the Exalted says that when the woman who is in her “Iddah nears the end of the
“lddah term, the husband must decide to reconcile with her, thus keeping their marriage
together,

[25x]

(in agood manner) while being kind to her in their companionship. Otherwise, he must
decide to divorce her on good terms, without abusing, cursing, or admonishing her. To
the contrary, he should divorce her on good terms, observing kindness and good manners.

The Command to have Witnesses for the Return

1 At-Tabarani in Al-Kabir 24:382.
2 An-Nasai 6:144.
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Allah said,
[rj<*" J-*’ <5 ;}:*?:f‘@]
(And take as witness two just persons from among you.)

meaning when taking her back, if thisis your decision. Abu Dawud and Ibn Maah
recorded that “Imran bin Husayn was asked about a man who divorced his wife and then
had sexual intercourse with her, without notifying witnesses of when he divorced her and
when he took her back. “Imran said, "His divorce and taking her back was in
contradiction to the Sunnah. Incorporate the presence of witnesses for divorcing her and
taking her back, and do not repeat your conduct."* 1bn Jurayj said that *Ata commented
on the Ayah,

[ i 5 15g0]
(And take as witness two just persons from among you.)

"It isnot permissible to marry, divorce or take back the divorced wife except with two
just witnesses, just as Allah the Exalted has said, except when there isavalid excuse."
Allah's statement,

L3 0 i g 05 o e 1503
(That will be an admonition given to him who believesin Allah and the Last Day.)

means, "this, Our command to you to have witnesses in such cases and to establish the
witness, isimplemented by those who believe in Allah and the Last Day.' This legislation
is meant to benefit those who fear Allah's punishment in the Hereafter.

Allah provides, suffices, and makesa Way out of Every Hardship for Those Who
have Tagwa

Allah said,
[t ¥ e e B0 4 i i 0]
(And whosoever has Tagwa of Allah, He will make away for himto get out. And He will
provide him from where he never could imagine.)

meaning, whoever has Tagwa of Allah in what He has commanded and avoids what He
has forbidden, then Allah will make a way out for him from every difficulty and will
provide for him from resources he never anticipated or thought about.

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that "Abdullah bin Mas'ud said, "The most comprehensive Ayah
inthe Qur'an is,

[oway Jdy 2 dn 4]

(Verily, Allah enjoins Al-"Adl (justice) and Al-Ihsan (doing good) (16:90).

! Abu Dawud 2:637, 1bn Majah 1:652.
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The greatest Ayah in the Qur'an that containsrelief is,
[ g o ]
(And whosoever has Tagwa of Allah, He will make away for him to get 